MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Sachi A. Hamai, Executive Officer-
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
Los Angeles, California 90012

At its meeting held July 11, 2006, the Board took the following action:

43-A
Supervisor Burke made the following statement:

“One of the most essential missions of our libraries is to assist
individuals with reading and writing improvement and to teach adults and
families to utilize the public library as a resource for lifelong learning.

For the last twenty years, our libraries have offered free adult literacy
instruction through one on one tutoring sessions at library Literacy Centers
to meet this goal.

“3.8 million Los Angeles County residents have been classified as
‘low-literate,” meaning they could not write a note explaining a billing error,
use a bus schedule or locate an intersection on a street map.
Furthermore, one in every 10 individuals deemed functionally illiterate is
enrolled in literacy classes and half of them drop out within three weeks.

In lieu of these shocking statistics, there is no question that the need for
more creative and effective literacy programming is a needed resource
throughout the County. As a result, our approach to literacy programs has
remained stagnant in light of new research and programming possibilities.”

Therefore, on motion of Supervisor Burke, seconded by Supervisor Antonovich,
unanimously carried, the County Librarian was instructed to analyze and develop a
strategic plan on how best to diversify and expand the libraries’ literacy programs; and
submit a report to the Board within 60 days.
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